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Welcome to District 1 Regional Medical Response Coalition (D1RMRC),

As an administrator or staff member in charge of Emergency Preparedness at a Long Term Care Facility in Region 1, we would like you to be aware of the "Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Emergency Preparedness Checklist." D1RMRC can provide numerous resources to assist your organization in Emergency Preparedness.  Attached is a brochure to help you understand D1RMRC, and specifically our LTC Workgroup.  
The workgroup meets the first Tuesday of every month, here at our District 1 office from 8:30-9:30 a.m.  Teleconferencing is available if you are unable to attend these meetings.  

LTC Emergency Preparedness Survey Protocol Trainings were conducted in the summer of 2013.  If you were unable to attend one of these sessions, an audio recording is available under the Training Section on the LTC website www.michigan.gov/ltcprepare, titled “Emergency Preparedness Survey Protocol Training.” This website contains valuable resources including recommendations for Incident Command System (ICS) Training Modules, plan templates, and Regulations and Waivers information.
Many of the Long Term Care facilities in Region 1 have signed the Regional MOU.  If your facility administrator signs the MOU, you will receive a list of all participating facilities. This MOU is a voluntary agreement among Health Care Entities to provide mutual aid at the time of a disaster in accordance with relevant emergency management/disaster preparedness plans.

D1RMRC can also assist in some alerting, communication, and Internet based resources that are available to you as participants in the Healthcare Coalition.

· The Michigan Health Alert Network (MIHAN) is an Internet based statewide alerting, gathering, and information sharing system. The MIHAN allows for a two-way, 24/7 flow of information between key points of contact including local, regional, and state organizations. D1RMRC can help you create an account on the MIHAN. We conduct monthly user training and exercises to help gain user proficiency of the MIHAN.  To register click the link https://michiganhan.org/agreement.php 
· We also use EMResource to obtain bed availability within long term care organizations and hospitals. This system is an Internet based tool. This system has no costs associated with its use. Training is available from D1RMRC. To login to the system click the link https://emresource.emsystem.com/login.jsp 
· Government Emergency Telecommunications Service (GETS) is a National Communications System (NCS) program available at no cost, that prioritizes calls over landline networks. Users receive an access card (GETS card), which has both the universal GETS access number and a Personal Identification Number (PIN). To get priority access over cellular communications networks, you need to use the Wireless Priority Service (WPS) program. GETS and WPS can be used in combination. The GETS program is in effect all the time--it is not contingent on a major disaster or attack taking place. To register for these programs click the link http://www.dhs.gov/government-emergency-telecommunications-service-gets 
D1RMRC has the following equipment available upon request.

· Patient tracking equipment.  D1RMRC assists patient tracking in the field and at healthcare organizations. We have purchased 2 tethered scanners for each long term care organization that plug into the USB port of a computer. These work with the web based patient tracking program (EMTrack) which is part of EMResource. 
· Employee disaster code badges. These codes are part of a regional standardization used in the event of a disaster. 
· Resident evacuation lanyards.  These will assist in resident identification in the event of an evacuation.

· Incident command vests for organizations. These equipment aids in role identification for emergencies and disasters.  6 vests for staff and 1 for the Incident Commander.

· Resident and staff evacuation go kits. These go kits contain basic items to aid in evacuation. 
· Exterior Door Identification Signs. These came after recommendations from first responders and emergency management to help standardize door identification during evacuation. 
· Contact information for hospitals, long term care, medical control authority, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), local public health, and emergency management is available through our office. 

Thank you so much for your time.  We look forward to working with you. 
Matthew Price

Regional Healthcare Coalition Coordinator 
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